
993 deaths due to floods in this year's monsoon & still counting 
 
Times of India, New Delhi Dated :  August 27, 2018 
 
 Kerala has got widespread  
attention with close to 400 deaths and 
widespread destruction in one of the worst 
floods in the state's history but nearly 600 
lives were lost in four other states due to 
overflowing rivers, with the home ministry 
putting the total figure at 993.  
 

More than 70 lakh people were affected 
and 17 lakh were living in relief camps, according to the disaster management 
division of the home ministry. Apart from Kerala, the other flood-hit states are UP, 
West Bengal, Karnataka and Assam. 
 

While Kerala reported the highest loss of lives due to floods, UP saw 204 
deaths, West Bengal 195, Karnataka 161 and Assam 46.  

 
In Kerala, 54 lakh people were affected and 14.5 lakh people are living in 

relief camps. In Assam, 11.5 lakh people were affected and 2.4 lakh were in relief 
camps. 

 
In 2017, more than 1,200 people were killed in flood-related incidents while 

the figure was 936 in 2016, according to official data. 
 
Damage caused to property crops over Rs.5,000cr a year 
 

The damage caused to crops, houses and public utilities was in excess of Rs 
4,745 crore annually with 12% of the country’s geographical area being flood 
prone. 

 
In 2017, more than 1,200 people died in flood-related incidents, as per the 

official estimates reported by state governments. Bihar accounted for the highest 
514 deaths, followed by West Bengal with 261, Assam 160, Maharashtra 124 and 
UP 121. Four of these states had 34 million affected and 22.81 lakh living in relief 
camps. The situation was no different in 2016. Home ministry data on the flood 
situation showed 936 deaths — Bihar reporting 254 followed by MP 184, 
Maharashtra 145 and Uttarakhand 102, among others. 

 
The Centre is yet to impress upon states to make compulsory provision in 

their budget for disaster risk reduction (DRR) and building resilience rather than 
spending scarce state and central resources on relief and rehabilitation after every 
natural calamity. The home ministry recently carried out risk assessment of 640 
districts in the country. It created a national resilience index based on 
performance of states and Union Territories on DRR measures such as risk 
assessment, risk prevention and mitigation, disaster relief and rehabilitation and 
disaster reconstruction. The study showed that the level of resilience to disaster 
was very low and needed “considerable improvement”. 
 
 
  



No action for 4 yrs despite warning on Western Ghats 
 

The Times of India, New Delhi, Dated : August 27, 2018 
 

More than four years and three draft notifications since March 2014 when 
the Centre recognised the need to prevent further degradation of the fragile 
ecology of Western Ghats, it has failed to bring six states on board for urgent 
action. As a result, 56,825 sq km of ‘ecologically sensitive’ area could not be 
earmarked as ‘no go’ zone for polluting activities and deforestation. Earmarking 
Kerala’s 9,993 sq km as eco-sensitive area four years ago may not have saved the 
state from excessive rainfall but the delay is making the state more vulnerable.  
 

Six states sitting on edge as draft green norms hang fire 
 

Over four years and three draft notifications since March 2014 when the 
Centre recognised the need to prevent further degradation of the fragile ecology of 
Western Ghats, it has failed to bring six states on board for urgent action. 
 

As a result, 56,825 sq km of ‘ecologically 
sensitive’ area could not be earmarked as ‘no go’ zone 
for polluting activities and deforestation — a 
prerequisite to save the region from constant 
environmental degradation. Earmarking Kerala’s 9,993 
sq km as Eco-Sensitive Area (ESA) four years ago may 
not have saved the state from excessive rainfall but 
the delay is certainly making the state, along with five 
others in the Western Ghats, more vulnerable. 
 

Since the demarcated areas remain on paper despite the draft being notified 
thrice in four years, continued deforestation has left the stretch of 1,500 km 
running through the six states prone to landslides SPREAD OVER SIX STATES 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala Covers distance of 
along western coast and floods even in a situation of ‘above normal’ rainfall during 
a short period of time. 
 

“High rainfall needs vegetated hills to break the rain’s energy and clear 
drainage lines (stream and rivers) to safely take the silt and water to the seas. 
Over time, denudation of hills, raising of dams, diversion of drainage lines and 
occupation of floodplains Proposed area to stop polluting activities and 
deforestation: witnessed this month. 
 

Every time the environment ministry notified the ESA draft, as 
recommended by a high level working group (HLWG) headed by space scientist K 
Kasturirangan, it asked the Western Ghats states — Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala — to submit their views or objections. 
 

The process, however, has already seen a four-year delay. It has got 
entangled in states’ objections — mainly from Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu. 
 

“As a result, large-scale deforestation, mining and construction are 
continuing unabated, hurting the ecology of Western Ghats... This flood (in Kerala) 
would have happened in any case.,” said Chandra Bhushan, climate change expert 
at the Centre for Science and Environment. The HLWG had submitted its 
recommendations in April 2013 after examining an earlier report by ecologist 
Madhav Gadgil. Both reports had flagged need to earmark ESA to prevent 
deforestation in Western Ghats. 


