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Despite several SC and NGT orders, almost the 
entire stretch of Yamuna 
severely polluted. In fact, the 
may have increased in the last 4
of the Delhi Pollution Control Committee’s Yamuna 
water quality data has revealed.

 
For example, dissolved oxygen (DO) levels 

the amount of oxygen dissolved in water 
be a minimum of 4 mg/litre, but 2015 onwards, 
there is nearly no DO in any stretch of Yamuna 
downstream, even in September (post

 
The pre-monsoon data of May from 2010 to 

2018 also shows DO levels to be nil everywhere 
except in Palla and Surghat 
Wazirabad barrage) where Yamuna enters the city. 
DPCC’s data reveals that while pollution levels 
haven’t improved, they may have actually 
deteriorated further in most stretches as the inflow 
of sewage increased over the years.

 
Now, all eyes are on two interventions 

Green Tribunal’s “Mailey se 
Nirmal Yamuna” and laying 
of interceptor sewage lines 
along Delhi’s three biggest 
drains, likely to be 
completed by January 
2019.  

 
Recently, Delhi Jal 

Board had submitted its 
draft report on sewerage 
management and 
performance of sewage 
treatment plants to NGT, 
which revealed that, at 
most places, the 
biochemical oxygen 
demand (BOD) — 
amount of dissolved oxygen 
needed for micro-organisms 
to breakdown the organic 
waste in water or, in simple 
terms, oxygen needed by 
the river to sustain life 
did not meet the standard (it should not exceed 3mg/litre).
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Despite several SC and NGT orders, almost the 
entire stretch of Yamuna in Delhi continues to be 
severely polluted. In fact, the intensity of pollution 
may have increased in the last 4-5 years, an analysis 
of the Delhi Pollution Control Committee’s Yamuna 
water quality data has revealed. 

For example, dissolved oxygen (DO) levels — 
the amount of oxygen dissolved in water — ought to 
be a minimum of 4 mg/litre, but 2015 onwards, 
there is nearly no DO in any stretch of Yamuna 
downstream, even in September (post-monsoon). 

monsoon data of May from 2010 to 
2018 also shows DO levels to be nil everywhere 
except in Palla and Surghat (downstream of 
Wazirabad barrage) where Yamuna enters the city. 
DPCC’s data reveals that while pollution levels 
haven’t improved, they may have actually 
deteriorated further in most stretches as the inflow 
of sewage increased over the years.  

yes are on two interventions — implementation of National 
Green Tribunal’s “Mailey se 
Nirmal Yamuna” and laying 
of interceptor sewage lines 
along Delhi’s three biggest 
drains, likely to be 
completed by January 

Recently, Delhi Jal 
d its 

draft report on sewerage 
management and 
performance of sewage 
treatment plants to NGT, 
which revealed that, at 
most places, the 
biochemical oxygen 

 the 
amount of dissolved oxygen 

organisms 
to breakdown the organic 

in water or, in simple 
terms, oxygen needed by 
the river to sustain life — 
did not meet the standard (it should not exceed 3mg/litre).
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implementation of National 

did not meet the standard (it should not exceed 3mg/litre).  



 
 

In layman terms, the lower the BOD, the better it is for river life. On the 
other hand, the higher the DO, the better it is.  

 
Most STPs are either closed or working way below capacity. Out of a total 

of 607.06 million gallons per day of operational capacity, only 476.74 MGD 
sewage is treated. “We have already recorded a clear finding of the failure of 
the administration in handling the situation and repeated failure in carrying out 
binding directions in various orders,” a bench headed by chairperson Adarsh 
Kumar Goel said recently while evaluating the implementation of NGT’s January 
2015 order on a decentralised sewerage system where sewage falling into all 
drains is tapped and treated. 

 
NGT constituted a committee that will monitor compliance with the order 

on a day-to-day basis. The committee comprising Shailaja Chandra, former 
chief secretary, Delhi, and BS Sajwan, former principal chief conservator of 
forests, will take stock of all action taken so far to comply with the January 
2019 order.  

 
The mandate of the committee will be to ensure safe standard of water 

quality at the entry and exit points of Yamuna in the long run. The committee 
may also consider approving collection of funds for the project by applying the 
“polluter pays” principle, the NGT order said. 

 
They will also conduct regular inspections and analyse pollution levels 

with assistance from CPCB. “We are hopeful that this monitoring committee will 
ensure implementation of NGT’s Yamuna order because the committee 
members are retired and not working in their official capacity unlike the 
previous committee. NGT has also said that this committee will monitor 
implementation on a day-to-day basis. As far as DPCC’s data is concerned, it’s 
no surprise that even in September, DO is nil. It shows that intensity of 
pollution and sewage entering the river has increased. Yamuna, downstream of 
Wazirabad is all sewage except during monsoon,” Manoj Mishra of Yamuna Jiye 
Abhiyan said. 
 
 
 


