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All-woman BSF team
to raft 2,500km down

Ganga in 53 days
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Union Jal Shakti minister C R Patll (m whlte) wnth the women BSF
. personnel and others during the Ganga Utsav in Haridwar

MS Nawaz & Kalyan Das | TNN

Haridwar: An all-woman raft-
ing team drawn from person-
nel of BSF set off to traverse
the length of Ganga from Dev-
prayag in Tehri Garhwal to
Ganga Sagar in West Bengal,
covering a distance of 2,500km
in 53days. This is thefirst time
an all-woman team willraft the
entire stretch of theriver.

The team will spread the
message of clean Ganga and
women empowerment.

Union Jal Shakti minister
C R Patil flagged off the joint
initiative by BSF and National
Mission for Clean Ganga on
Monday at Haridwar’s Chandi
Ghat as part of the annual
Ganga Utsav. “Ganga holds sig-

nificance beyond being just a
river; it represents our cultur-
al legacy and heritage,” the
minister said.

The campaign is being led
by SI Praya Meena of BSF and
will conclude on Dec 26 at Dia-
mond Harbour in West Bengal.
BSF deputy commandant Ma-
noj Sundariyal, who is super-
vising the expedition, said,
“Twenty officials were select-
ed after a rigorous six-week
training, including advanced
courses for the rafting expedi-
tion.” Mahesh Negi, comman-
dant of BSF Institute of Ad-
venture & Advance Training
told TOI the idea for the cam-
paign came on seeing “excep-
tional performances of tra-
inees duringrafting course”.
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