
~oastal I(amataka hit by rain, landslides 
. With road netwo~k disrupted, many travellers are stranded on NH 75; the Netravathi river, the lifeline of Dakshina Kannada, is in spate; 
water enters the Mangaluru-Bengaluru National Highway near Uppinangady; IMD declares a red alert for Kodagu for the next 48 hours 

The Hindu Bureau 

• MANGALURU 

B eavy rain and land
slide~ were reported 
in many places in 

coastal Kamataka and south 
• interior Kamataka on 

Tuesday. 
A. massive landslide oc

• curred near Harle Estate in 
"Sakaleshpur in Hassan taluk 
on Monday night. It swept 

• away a portion of the road 
that serves as an alternative to 

• the BengaJuru-Mangaluru 
highway, which has seen ina
ny similar incidents in recent 

• weeks. The road network In 
" many villages was disrupted, 
. and local people blamed the 
'unscientific' execution o( the 
Yettinahole project. 

Travellers stranded 
FreSh erosion of earth on the 
Shiradi Ghat stretch of NH 75, 
at DOddatbappale village in 

, Sakaleshpur taluk, left many 
travellers on the highway 
stranded for hours on Tues
day. A huge chunk of mud 
came down the highway dur
ing heavy rains. A truck over
turned while three other veh
icles were stuck in the debris. 

As the entire road was co
vered by mud, vehicles on the 

"busy road, which connects 
the coastal region and Benga
luru, could not move. KSRTC 
buses were stuck for hours. 

Rain fury: Vehicles stuck in the debris following a landslide at Doddathapaple village, and, right, a massive landslide swept away a portion of the road at 
Harle village in Sakaleshpur ~I\clk of Karnataka Dr1 Tuesday. PRAKASH HASsAN 

" Heavy , "earthmovers were 
hired to clear the debris. With . 
the Shiradi , Ghat stretch 
closed for traffic again on 
Tuesday and the tI;ain con
nectivity between Mangaluru 
and Bengaluru suspended 
since July 26, Mangaluni is 
again facing connectivity 
issues. 

Now, the coastal city is con
nected through Charmadi 
Ghat on NH 73 (Mangaluru
Chikkamagaluru) " . and 
through Sampaje Ghat on NH 
275 (Mangaluru-Madikeri-My
suru). Both are vulnerable to 
landslips and face the threat 
of closure. A police official 
said movement of heavy vehi-

cles on the Chaq:nadi ghat 
section has been banned" as a 
safetY measure. 

Netravathi river, the lifeline 
of Dakshina Kannada, was in 
spate, and water entered the 
Mangaluru-Bengaltiru n~tion
al highway near 
Uppinangady. 
Tr~c between Mangalllrq 

and Madikeri too came to a 
halt for sometime on TueSday 
following a landslip at Shek
hamale. It was cleared around 
2 p.m. Incessant rain in Koda
gu for the last 10 days has 
wreaked havoc in the district. 
Multiple incidents of mud
slides were reported on Tues
day while six persons, who 

were stranded in flood wa
ters, were rescued in a village 
in Virajpet taluk. 

The district administration 
has relocated people in Kara
digodu village on the banks of. 
the Cauvery and many' of . 
them were shifted to Siddapu
ra. A relief centre has been 
opened at Kashi Math "in Bha
gamandala, where seven pe0-
ple from two' families "were 
shifted. The India Meteorolog-

. ical Department has declared 
a red alert for Kodagu for the 
next 48 hOUTS. 

M~anwhile, the inflow into 
all major reservoirs has been' 
increasing, forCing the auth
orities to release excess water 

to the river. The crest gates of 
Bhadra reservoir at Lakkavalli 
in Tarikere taluk of Chikka
magaluru district were 
opened as the water level 
reaPted the maximum level. 
The officers have issued an al
ert in the downstream. 

The cumulative discharge 
from both the KRS and the Ka
bini reservoirs crossed 2.3 
lakh cusecs on Tuesday even
ing, and hence, the Cauvery _ 
Neeravari Nigam Ltd. has is
sued a flood warning to pe?
pIe living in the downstream . , 
region to move ' to safer 
locations. 

(With inputs from Shiva- ~ 
mogga and Mysriru) " 
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