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Faecal Level In Yamuna 50L, Norm Is 500

Low Reading Must For River To Remain Healthy, All Eight Test Sites Indicate Contamination
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@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A recent analysis
based on samples collected in
Feb has revealed a decline in
the Yamuna’s water quality,
with the river recording a sig-
nificant rise in faecal coliform.
The faecal coliform (FC)
concentration was 160
lakh/100 ml at Asgarpur, whe-
re Yamuna exits the city, com-
pared to 79 lakh in Jan. This is
the highest FC measurement
at Asgarpur since Dec 2020,
when it was 120 crore/100 ml,
suggesting substantial sewa-
ge discharge into the river FC
should not exceed 2,500 units,
with an ideal limit of 500 units
for the river to remain healthy
Not only Asgarpur, FC levels
remained high at other loca-
tions too — 54 lakh at ISBT brid-
geand 43 1akh at I'TO bridge,
According to water quali-
ty reports, in any given
month, the river enters Delhi
via Palla with enough dissol-
ved oxygen (DO)to support li-
fe. However, by the time it
crosses Signature Bridge, it
begins to rot and transform

SEWAGE CONTINUES TO FLOW UNABAED INTO YAMUNA

—

DO (mg/1) Faecal coliform

A BOD (mg/)  5mg/ior | (MPN/100mi)
; 3mg/lorless | more | 500 (desirable)
; ' 2,500 (maximum)
{ Palla B 6 6 | 13x107
; Wazirabad | l§ 9 53 1 35x10?
j ISBT Bridge ' SN 46 | Nil | 54x10°
! ITO Bridge  [NNNNNNNNNN 66 | NIl | 43x10°
| Nizamuddin Bridge ENEENS2 | NIl | 54x10*
Okhla Barrage  [NEN 39 NIl | 92x10°
Agra Canal at sy 35 NIl 92x10¢
Okhla Barrage | |
Yamuna at Asgarpur ' [N 72| Nil | 16x10°
(after confluence [ ;
{ of Shahdara and ! i
Tughlagabad drains) ‘ ‘

]

' Biochemical axygen demand (BOD): Higher BOD indicates
’ | more oxygen is required, which is less for oxygen—demandlng
i species to feed on and signifies lower water quality
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At 160 :
lakh/100 ml, the

faecal coliform at
Asgarpur was
the highest in
Yamuna since
Dec 2020

Faecal
coliform at
other stations
also remains

high

in water. If dissolved oxygen in water drops below the
! standard mark, it can be harmful for aquatic life

{ Dissolved oxygen (DO): Is the amount of oxygen present = Faecal coliforn: It is

High faecal
coliform levels at
all stations suggest

the release of high
quantity of sewage
in the river

The river's

g -?“rt"" water quality

.** is better when E
2 it er!ters Delhi 3
- via Palla

*

primarily caused by
untreated sewage discharge -

into an untreated drain with
stinking murky water, no
aquatic life, and stagnant at
several places.

DO, which should be 5
mg/lorabove intheriver, met
the standard at Palla and Wa-
zirabad butwas nilatsix loca-

tions — ISBT bridge, ITO
bridge, Nizamuddin bridge,
Okhla barrage, Agra canal
and Asgarpur.

Similarly, the biological
oxygen demand (BOD) levels
were not met at any locations.
At 72 mg/1, BOD levels were

the highest at Asgarpur, excee-
dingthe safe limit by 24 times.
Bhim Singh Rawat, a Yamu-
na activist and associate coor-
dinator of South Asia Network
on Dams, Rivers and People, sa-
id the alarming situation of
DO, BODand FC atall eight mo-

nitoring sites clearly reveals
that untreated effluents, both
domestic and industrial, are
being discharged in huge vaolu-
mes into the Yamuna through
drains all along the course of
the river in the city

“Secondly, this indicates

the existing STPs haven’t be-
en functioning at prescribed
norms. Thirdly, it reinforces
the utmost requirement of
adequate flows in the river to -
dilute the worsening pollu-
tion levels,” said Rawat.

According to activist Di-
wan Singh, “Shahdaradrain,
which also receives wastewa-
ter from Ghazipur drain, is
one of the biggest culprits ’
that carries much of the unt-
reated sewage and industrial
effluents in it, not just from
Delhi, but also from UP. The
high quantity of untreated
industrial effluents entering
the sewage drains and being
trapped by STPs makes the
latter non-compliant.”

Activist Pankaj Kumar,
who uses the name ‘Earth
Warrior’ on social media, sa-
id, “FC at Asgarpur is the hig-
hest in at least four yearsand
significantly high atISBTand
ITO bridges. The high quanti-
ty of FC shows STPs aren’t
functioning properly Even
the latest water quality report
of STPs shows out of 36 STPs
in Delhi, 16 are not meeting
the prescribed standard.”
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