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Govt Sets 3-Year Yamuna Cleanup Target

Likely To Collaborate With Territorial Army To Prevent Encroachment, Waste Dumping

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Making the clea-
ningof the Yamuna one of its
top priorities, Delhi govt is
likely to collaborate with the
Territorial Army to achieve
the target within three vears.
Senior Delhi govt officials sa-
id CM Rekha Gupta might
for mally write to the chief of
theTerritorial Army seeking
hishelptoformataskforceto
clean the highly polluted wa-
terbody in the city and make
it worth taking a dip within
thegiven timeframe.
Thetask force, said the offi-
cials, will be dedicated to pro-
tecting the Yamuna floodpla-
in, preventing encroach-
ments, stopping illegal dum-
ping of debris and waste, and
ensuring strict enforcement
of environmental regulations.

Atrash skimmer at work on at Yamuna Ghat near ITG

Delhi water minister Parvesh
Ver marecently helda meeting
with the Territorial Army he-

ad, who gave In-principle app-
roval to the suggestion and so-
ught a communication from

the CM to formalise thearran-
gement, theofficials added.
Confirming the develop
ment, Verma said the initiati-
vewasa part of PM Narendra
Modi's “guarantes” to provide
a clean and sustainable envi-
ronment for Delhi’s citizens.
“For vears, illegal encroach-
ments and waste dumping
choked the Yarmuna. Now with
the help of the Territorial Ar-
my, wewillensurethatno furt-
her damage 15 done to this sa-
cred river. The double-engine
govt of Delhi is committed to
restoring the Yammunaand pro-
tecting its floodplain,” he ad-
ded. The deployment of the
Territorial Army in the task
force will be completely fun-
ded by Delhi govt. The per-
sonnelwill beresponsible for
regular patrolling, preven-
ting unauthorised construc-

The deployment of the
Territorial Army in the
task force will be
completely funded by
Delhi govt. Water minister
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held a meeting with the
Territorial Army head,
who gave in-principle

nod to the suggestion

tion, andensuring thatwaste
and construction debris are
not dumped along the river-
banks. The minister said
that the task force would bea
game-changer in restoring
theriver’secological balance
and preventing pollution.
In2023, when LG VK Saxs-
naheadedahigh level commit-
tea on cleaning the Yamuna, a

company of theTerritorial Ar-
my was deploved to ensure
ground-level enforcement and
monitoring of all untrapped
drains and sub-drains that pol
luate the river It was, however,
withdrawnlater.

In its manifosto for the as-
sembly polls in Feb, BJP pro-
mised to clean and rejuvenate
the Yamuna. It stated that a
“YamunaKosh’ would besetup
torevitalise the river to under-
take filll treatment of waste
water fromdrains falling into
the Yamuna. The manifesto al-
50 stated that BJP govt would
collaborate with central govt
to develop the Yamuna river-
front, onthelines of theSabar-
matl riverfront, and promote
biodiversity along the river-
banks by creating green corri-
dors, wetlands, and riverbank
buffer zones.
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