
Jal Jeevap. Mission extended till 2028 with 'enhanced outlay' 
IacobKoshy 
NEW DELHI 

Indicative of the challenges 
in executing the ambitious 
Jal Jeevan Mission, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
ambitious promise to Rro­
vide potable tap water to 
all rural households by 
2024, Union Finance Mi­
nister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
in her Budget speech on 
Saturday, said the scheme 
would now be completed 
by 2028. 

Announcing an "en­
hanced outlay" without 
speCifYing an amount, she 

Water woe.: The Centre provisioned HO,OOO crore for this fiscal, 
but, as of February, expects to spend only ~22,694 crore. FILE PHOTO 

underlined that the 'mis­
sion's focus would be on 
the qUality of infrastruc­
ture, operation, and man-

agement of Illl"al piped wa­
ter supply schemes 
through people's p¥ticipa­
tion. So far, 80% of rural 

households have a piped 
water connection, up from 
the 15% in 2019. 

To this end, the govern­
ment has spent 
t3.6 lakh crore 

February, expects to spend 
only t22,694 crore. 

A source privy to the 

since 2019. 
A perusal of the 

Budget documents 
shows that the no­
dalJal Shakti Minis­
try expects to 

workings of the mission, 
requesting ano­
,nymity, told The 
Hindu ' that the 

• 
. scheme first target­

ed the "low hang­
ing fruit" of ensur­
'ing water supply to 

spend t67,OOO crore in 
2025-26. This is a little less 
than the t69,992 crore it 
actually spent in 2023-24. 
In 2024-25, the Ministry 
provisioned to spend 
t70,000 crore, but, as of 

. -.,-. 

places that had 
most of the infrastructure 
in place but no last-mile , 
connectivity. 

This ' approach pushed • 
coverage up to 50%. Fol­
lowing this, increasing cov­
erage of , households be-

came tougher, the source 
said. 

Another challenge 
emerged during the pan­
demic and the Russian-Uk­
raine' war, raising the pric­
es of equipment. 

"When the scheme was 
envisioned, the outlay was 
nearly t7 lakh crore, with 
half to be ,bome by States. 
Now we require nearly f4 
lakh crore to complete the 
scheme;' the source said. 

This means theJal Shak­
ti Ministry requires rtearly 
as much as it used from 
2019 to 2024 to complete 
the remaining 20%. 
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